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John 5:44  
How can you believe, when you receive 
glory from one another and do not seek 
the glory that comes from the only God? 
ESV 

Sermon Notes 

John 5:31 If I alone bear witness about myself, my 
testimony is not true. 32 There is another who 
bears witness about me, and I know that the 
testimony that he bears about me is true. 33 You 
sent to John, and he has borne witness to the 
truth. 34 Not that the testimony that I receive is 
from man, but I say these things so that you may 
be saved. 35 He was a burning and shining lamp, 
and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his 
light. 36 But the testimony that I have is greater 
than that of John. For the works that the Father 
has given me to accomplish, the very works that 
I am doing, bear witness about me that the 
Father has sent me. 37 And the Father who sent 
me has himself borne witness about me. His 
voice you have never heard, his form you have 
never seen, 38 and you do not have his word 
abiding in you, for you do not believe the one 
whom he has sent. 39 You search the Scriptures 
because you think that in them you have eternal 
life; and it is they that bear witness about me, 40 
yet you refuse to come to me that you may have 
life. 41 I do not receive glory from people. 42 But I 
know that you do not have the love of God within 
you. 43 I have come in my Father's name, and you 
do not receive me. If another comes in his own 
name, you will receive him. 44 How can you 
believe, when you receive glory from one another 
and do not seek the glory that comes from the 
only God? 45 Do not think that I will accuse you to 
the Father. There is one who accuses you: Moses, 
on whom you have set your hope. 46 For if you 
believed Moses, you would believe me; for he 
wrote of me. 47 But if you do not believe his 
writings, how will you believe my words?"  ESV 
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Big Idea: 



For Reflection & Application: 
 
Monday: 
● Read John 5:41-44. 
● How does Jesus explain the unbelief of his hearers despite all the witnesses he cites? 
 
Tuesday: 
● Read Matthew 23:5-7. 
● How does Jesus describe the Pharisees in this passage?  To what extent do you see this reflected in 

our culture?  In yourself? 
 

Wednesday: 
● Read Galatians 1:10. 
● What’s the main principle here, and how can follow it? 
 
Thursday: 
● Read 1 Thessalonians 2:4. 
● How is this related to what Jesus says in John 5:44?  How can you apply it to your life today? 
 
Friday: 
● Read 1 Corinthians 4:3-4 and compare it to John 5:41. 
● What is the common characteristic in the perspectives of Paul and Jesus?  How can you follow their 

example? 
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