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Luke 14:11 
“For everyone who exalts himself will 
be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted.” 
ESV 

Sermon Notes 

Esther 5:1 On the third day Esther put on her royal robes 
and stood in the inner court of the king's palace, in front of 
the king's quarters, while the king was sitting on his royal 
throne inside the throne room opposite the entrance to the 
palace. 2 And when the king saw Queen Esther standing in 
the court, she won favor in his sight, and he held out to 
Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther 
approached and touched the tip of the scepter. 3 And the 
king said to her, "What is it, Queen Esther? What is your 
request? It shall be given you, even to the half of my 
kingdom." 4 And Esther said, "If it please the king, let the 
king and Haman come today to a feast that I have prepared 
for the king." 5 Then the king said, "Bring Haman quickly, 
so that we may do as Esther has asked." So the king and 
Haman came to the feast that Esther had prepared. 6 And 
as they were drinking wine after the feast, the king said to 
Esther, "What is your wish? It shall be granted you. And 
what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it 
shall be fulfilled." 7 Then Esther answered, "My wish and 
my request is: 8 If I have found favor in the sight of the 
king, and if it please the king to grant my wish and fulfill 
my request, let the king and Haman come to the feast that I 
will prepare for them, and tomorrow I will do as the king 
has said." 9 And Haman went out that day joyful and glad 
of heart. But when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's gate, 
that he neither rose nor trembled before him, he was filled 
with wrath against Mordecai. 10 Nevertheless, Haman 
restrained himself and went home, and he sent and 
brought his friends and his wife Zeresh. 11 And Haman 
recounted to them the splendor of his riches, the number 
of his sons, all the promotions with which the king had 
honored him, and how he had advanced him above the 
officials and the servants of the king. 12 Then Haman said, 
"Even Queen Esther let no one but me come with the king 
to the feast she prepared. And tomorrow also I am invited 
by her together with the king. 13 Yet all this is worth 
nothing to me, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at 
the king's gate." 14 Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends 
said to him, "Let a gallows fifty cubits high be made, and in 
the morning tell the king to have Mordecai hanged upon it. 
Then go joyfully with the king to the feast." This idea 
pleased Haman, and he had the gallows made.  ESV 
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For Reflection & Application: 
 
Monday: 
● Read Luke 14:11 and perhaps memorize it.  For the rest of the week, prayerfully consider 

your motives and actions.  Are they prideful or humble? 
 

Tuesday: 
● Read Esther 5-6.  Identify each specific way in which Haman is pridefully arrogant.  For each 

prideful way, what are some modern examples of it? 
 
Wednesday: 
● From Esther 5-6, identify each specific way in which Mordecai seems to be humble.  For each 

humble way, what are some modern examples of it? 
 
Thursday: 
● Read Philippians 2:3-8.  Specifically, how can you follow Jesus’s example of humility? 
  
Friday: 
● Read Matthew 18:4, James 4:10, and 1 Peter 5:6.  In what ways do you think God will exalt 

you if you are humble?  
 

 

“Lord, please show me this day the 
extent to which my motives and ways 
are prideful.  Teach me to be humble.” 

 


